


WOOLLCOMBE YONGE
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE


We are committed to providing a high-quality legal service to all our clients.  When something goes wrong we need you to tell us about it.  This will help us improve our standards. 

It is hoped most complaints can be resolved by the matter being referred to a Head of Department.  If the complaint cannot be resolved by the Head of Department the complaint will be passed to the firm’s Complaints Officer, Tracey Wright, for consideration.

If you have a complaint please write to us with the details.  Address your letter to the Complaints Officer, Tracey Wright.  Complaints relating to any work undertaken by Tracey Wright ought to be addressed to Partner, Tracey Baker.

Our procedure for dealing with your complaint is set out on the enclosed form. 

The Use of Artifical Intelligence

We ask clients not to use Artificial Intelligence (AI) to generate or substantially draft complaints.  AI generated complaints are often unnecessarily lengthy, repetitive, and difficult to follow, and may present only one interpretation of the events without sufficient context or supporting information.  This can make it harder for us to identify the issues being raised and investigate them properly and promptly.  We therefore ask that clients set out their concerns clearly and concisely, in their own words, focusing on the relevant facts, with evidence where possible as well as the outcome they are seeking.  This will help us consider and respond to the complaint as efficiently and fairly as possible.

Both free to use and paid for AI systems may pose risks to client confidentiality. Depending on the provider's terms, settings and technical architecture, information entered into AI systems may be stored, retained or used to improve the tool. This means that confidential or client-sensitive information that is entered into AI tools may create significant risks to confidentiality, legal professional privilege and compliance with data protection law and may mean you no longer have full control over how that information is processed or used.


The Legal Ombudsman

If you are not satisfied with our handling of your complaint you can ask the Legal Ombudsman to consider the complaint. Normally, you will need to bring a complaint to the Legal Ombudsman within six months of receiving a final written response from us about your complaint. The legal Ombudsman can be contacted via: www.legalombudsman.org.uk  Tel: 0300 555 0333, or at PO Box 6806 Wolverhampton WV1 9WJ.


	Details
	Action
	Date

	On receipt of a letter of complaint we will send you a letter acknowledging your complaint and asking you to confirm or explain any particular detail. 

	Within 2 days of receiving complaint 
	

	Record complaint in the central complaints register 
	Within 1 day or on receipt of the complaint
	

	Commence investigation of complaint:-
· We may ask the person who acted for you to comment on the complaint to the person handling the complaint
· We will examine the reply and your file.  We may then ask the person who acted for you for additional information
	Within 7 days of receipt of complaint
	

	We will send a detailed reply including suggestions for resolving the matter
	Within 5 days of our completing the investigation but no later than 21 days after receipt of the complaint 
	

	If at this stage you are not satisfied you can write to us again.  We will arrange to review our decision. Another solicitor with the firm will review the decision
	Within 10 days of the further letter
	

	We will write with the outcome of the review and confirm our final position on the complaint. 
	Within 5 days of final review 
	






